The three following cases of tuberculoma, one of the orbit and two of the lacrimal gland, are described because of their rarity (Offret, I939; Duke-Elder, I952).
a granulomatous structure with giant cells (Fig. i) which is characteristic of tuberculoma, but tubercular organisms were not seen. 
Aly Mortada
Case 2, a woman aged 40 years, complained of gradual painless proptosis of the right eye of 7 months' duration (Fig. 2) .
The left eye was normal. The right upper eyelid showed ptosis, the eye was pushed downwards and inwards with limitation of ocular movements up and out. The fundus was normal and the visual acuity 6/I 2. The proptosis measured 21 mm. (Hertel) , there was oedema of the right upper lid, and the palpebral and orbital parts of the right lacrimal gland were palpable. Both parts of the gland were excised.
Histopathological examination of the mass showed a tuberculoma of the lacrimal gland with typical giant cell systems (Fig. 3) Case 3, a woman aged 38 years, complained of gradual right proptosis of 5 months' duration (Fig. 4) .
The left eye was normal with a visual acuity of 6/9. There was right ptosis, oedema of the right eyelids, and chemosis of the conjunctiva, with proptosis downwards measuring 21 mm. (Hertel). There was limitation of ocular movements upwards. The right fundus showed engorged retinal vessels and a visual acuity of 6/ I8. The palpebral and orbital parts of the right lacrimal gland were enlarged and were excised.
Histopathological examination showed a tuberculoma of the lacrimal gland with typical giant cell systems (Fig. 5 ). Sections were negative for tubercular organisms. In these three patients, the excision of the orbital mass was followed by a course of intramuscular streptomycin injections. There was no recurrence of the orbital mass or proptosis during a 5-year follow-up. Cases of orbital tuberculoma may present as unilateral proptosis, as a unilateral partial or complete superior orbital fissure syndrome, or as an orbital apex syndrome of uncertain origin (Mortada, I96I) . The diagnosis can be confirmed only by orbital exploration, biopsy, and histopathological examination.
Tuberculoma of the orbit and lacrimal gland usually affects females of 35 to 50 years of age as in these three cases. Excision of the lesion followed by streptomycin injections gives complete cure with no recurrence of the proptosis or the orbital mass. Summary (i) Three rare cases of tuberculoma, one of the orbit and two of the lacrimal gland, are described.
(2) The three cases occurred in women aged 35, 38, and 40 
